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RULES 


OF  THE 


International  Co-operative  Alliance 

Adopted  by  the  International  Co-operative  Congress 
at  Glasgow,  August,  1913. 
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Section  I.  Name,  Objects,  and  Scat  of  the  Alliance. 

Art.  I. 

The  Society  founded  in  London  1805,  bears  the  name  of 

The  International  Co-operative  Alliance  {Alliance  Cooperati’-'e 
I nternationalc  ; IniernaUonaler  ('lenossenschaitsbund). 

Art.  2. 

The  Alliance  is  a society  formed  of  co-operative  societies, 
unions  of  co-operative  srcieties,  and  such  other  societies  as 
aim  at  the  development  of  co-0]:>eration. 

Individuals  may  be  admitted  as  honorary  or  corres- 
ponding members  in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

Art.  3. 

The  Alliance  has  the  following  objects  : — 

(^)  The  ascertaining  and  propaganda  of  co-opera- 
tiv’e  ]^rinciples  and  methods  ; 

{h)  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in  all  countries  ; 

(c)  the  keeping  uj)  of  friendly  relations  between 
the  members  of  the  Alliance  ; 

{d)  the  collection  and  unification  cf  co-operative 
statistics  ; 

(e)  the  provision  of  information  and  the  encour- 
agement of  studies  concerning  co-operation  ; 

{f)  the  promotion  of  trading  relations  between  the 
co-operative  oreranisations  of  the  \mrious  coun- 
tries. 

Art.  ,\. 

* The  Alliance  seeks  to  maintain  its  objects  : — 

{a)  By  the  convening  of  periodical  international 
' congresses  ; 

[h)  by  the  issue  of  a journal  and  of  other  publica- 
tions ; 

(f)  by  the  collection  of  all  miblications,  documents, 
drawings,  photos,  etc.,  concerning  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  ; 

{d)  by  the  carrying  out  of  enquiries  and  preparation 
of  international  statistics  ; 

(c)  by  collecting  and  disseminating  information 
relating  to  the  trading  requirements  of  the 
different  countries  with  a view  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  organisation  for  international  trading  ; 

{j)  by  any  other  suitable  means. 
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Art.  5. 

English,  French  and  German  are  regarded  as  the  lan- 
guages to  be  used  by  the  organs  of  the  Alliance  in  their 
communications  and  publications. 

Art.  6. 

The  seat  of  the  Alliance  shall  be  situated  in  such  country 
and  at  such  place  as  the  Congress  may  detfU'mine  from  time 
to  time. 


Art.  7. 

The  Alliance  concerns  itself  with  neither  politics  nor 
religion.  It  regards  co-operation  as  a neutral  ground,  on 
which  people  holding  the  most  various  opinions  and  pro- 
fessing the  most  different  creeds  may  meet  and  act  in  common. 

Such  neutrality  on  which  the  unity  of  the  co-operative 
movement  depends  will  be  maintained  in  all  the  meetings 
and  in  all  the  publications  of  the  Alliance  and  its  organs. 


Section  II.  Membership. 

Art. 

The  following  are  eligible  as  members  of  the  Alliance  : 

(a)  Co-operative  societies  ; 

(b)  unions  or  federations  of  co-operative  societies  ; 

(c)  federations  of  co-operative  unions  ; , 

(rf)  associations  aiming  at  the  promotion  of  co- 
operation ; 

(e)  individuals  nominated  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee and  elected  as  hon.  members  by  any 
Congress  until  the  next  Congress,  for  distin- 
guished services,  who  have  the  right  to  speak 

but  not  to  vote. 

• 

All  societies  which  carry  on  any  business,  trade  or 
industry,  and  which  aim  at  the  amelioration  of  the  economic 
and  social  conditions  of  their  members,  and  which  conduct 
their  business  in  accordance  with  the  principles  established 
by  resolutions  of  Congress,  are  considered  as  co-operative 
societies  in  the  sense  of  this  article,  irrespective  of  their  legal 
constitution. 
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Art.  q. 

Organisations  desirous  of  joining  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  as  membeis,  have  to  apply  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  sending  two  copies  of  their  rules,  and  of 
their  last  annual  report  and  balance  sheet.  Except  in  the 
case  of  societies  recommended  by  unions  already  members 
of  the  Alliance,  the  Executive  shall  then  enquire  of  the 
members  of  the  Central  Committee  representing  the  country 
to  which  the  applicants  belong.  Societies  under  subsection 

(a)  of  Art.  8 must  apply  through  the  union  or  federation 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belong. 

In  any  country  where  no  union  exists,  applicaiion  can 
be  made  direct  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  to. 

Should  admission  be  refused  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee the  societies  applying  can  a,ppeal  against  this  decision 
to  the  Central  Committee. 

Art.  it. 

The  privileges  acquired  by  admission  to  the  Alliance 
can  be  exercised  by  the  members  as  soon  as  they  have  ful- 
filled their  duties  as  members. 

Art.  12. 

Membership  ceases  : — 

(rt)  In  consequence  of  voluntary  resignation. 
\otice  of  which  is  to  be  given  at  least  three 
months  before  the  end  of  the  business  year  ; 

(b)  in  consequence  of  non-fulfilment  of  the  duties 
of  a member.  A member  which  has  been 
admonished  in  two  successive  years,  to  send 
in  its  contribution,  and  has  not  done  so,  shall 
have  its  name  struck  out  ; 

(c)  in  consequence  of  a resolution  of  the  Central 
Committee.  Members  which  act  contrary  to 
the  interests  and  rules  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance,  and  whose  activity  is 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  jjroclaimed  by 
the  Alliance,  may  be  excluded. 

Art.  T3. 

The  members  of  the  Alliance  are  entitled  : — 

(a)  To  take  jrart  in  the  Congresses  through  their 
delegates  in  accordance  with  these  rules  and  to 
bring  motions  before  them  ; 
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(b)  tc  make  use  of  the  institutions  established  by 
the  Alliance  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
prescribed  ; 

(c)  to  receive  the  publications  of  the  Alliance 
gratis. 

Art.  14. 

The  membei  s of  the  Alliance  arc  obliged  : — 

{a)  To  pay  a subscription  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Articles  17- in  ; 

(b)  to  supply  -he  Alliance  with  their  annual  reports 
and  their  other  publications  free  of  charge  ; 

(r)  to  supply,  a^-  far  as  possible,  such  information  as 
may  be  asked,  to  the  authorities  of  the  Alliance. 

Art.  15. 

The  Executive  Committee  may  elect  individuals  as 
corresponding  members  in  such  countries  as  do  not  possess 
a developed  co-operative  organisation.  However,  corres- 
ponding members  have  these  rights  and  duties  only  which 
are  mentioned  in  Art.  13  (c)  and  Art.  irj  (c),  and  the  right 
to  attend  and  speak  at  Congress  but  not  to  vote. 

Section  III.  Contributions. 

Art.  16. 

The  financial  year  ends  on  December  31st. 

The  expenses  arising  from  the  work  of  the  Alliance  and 
its  organs  are  to  be  defrayetl  : — 

{a)  From  the  subscriptions  ot  the  members  ; 

(b)  from  the  receipts  derived  from  the  under- 
takings of  the  Alliance  ; »■ 

(c)  from  voluntary  donations  and  such  endow- 
ments as  may  be  established  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Alliance. 

Art.  17. 

Every  member  of  the  Alliance  shall  pay  a yearly  sub- 
scription bearing  a certain  proportion  to  its  development 
and  economic  importance.  The  fixing  of  the  amount  of  these 
contributions  is  left  to  the  members  themselves,  provided 
that  it  shall  not  fall  below  the  minimum  fixed  in  Ar\  i8. 

The  subscriptions  are  to  be  sent  in  advance  and  without 
deduction  for  postage  to  the  office  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance.  ^ 
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Art.  18. 

The  minimum  subscription  for  each  society  admitted 
under  subsection  (a)  of  Art.  8 shall  be  : — 

6s.  if  the  membership  is  under  300  ; 

I2S.  if  the  membership  Is  501  to  3,000  ; 

^ 24s.  if  the  membership  is  3,001  to  10,000  ; 

£2  if  the  membership  is  more  than  10,000. 

Co-operative  Societies  whose  business  has  district  or 
national  dimensions,  and  co-operative  unions  and  federa- 
tions, shall  pay  a minimum  subscription  of  £5  if  their  m.em- 
bership  does  not  exceed  10,000  individuals  or  300  societies  ; 
a minimum  subscri})tion  of  £10  if  they  have  more  than 
10,000  members  or  300  societies. 

Organisations  admitted  under  subsection  (d)  of  Art.  8 
shall  pay  as  minimum  £2. 

Art.  iq. 

Should  a co-operative  union  ioin  the  Alliance  with  all 
its  constituent  members,  so  that  each  of  the  latter  thereby' 
acquires  the  pri\ileges  of  members  with  exception  of  the 
riglit  given  in  Art.  13  (c),  it  must  in  addition  to  the  minimum 
subscription  fixed  in  Art.  18,  pay  a contribution  for  each 
lonstituent  member  as  follows  ■ — 

IS.,  should  the  average  number  of  members  be  less  than  150. 

2s.,  ,,  ,.  ,,  stand  between 

151  and  300. 

3s.,  ,,  ,,  ..  ..  stand  between 

301  and  600. 

4s.,  ,.  , ..  stand  between 

601  and  1,000. 

.35.,  ..  ,,  ,,  stand  between 

1,001  and  1,500. 

6s.,  stand  between 

• 1,501  and  2,000. 

8s.,  ,,  , .,  exceed  2,000. 

Section  IV.  Organisation. 

Art.  20. 

The  organs  of  the  Alliance  are  : — 

{a)  The  Congress  ; 

{b)  the  Central  Committee  ; 

{()  the  Executive  Committee  ; 

{d)  the  General  Secretary. 

Art.  21. 

The  Congres..  is  to  be  conv'ened  as  a rule  at  intervals  .if 
two  to  three  yeart.  The  meeting  place  of  Congixss  is  to  be 
i appointed  when  possible  by  the  previous  Congress,  and 

failing  that,  by  the  Central  Committee. 
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The  date  and  the  agenda  shall  be  fixed  bv  the  Central 
Committee. 

The  invitations  to  Congress  are  to  be  issued  with  the 
agenda  two  months  before  it  assembles. 

Art.  22. 

The  Congress  is  the  highest  authoiity  of  the  Alliance. 

It  has  especially  the  following  powers  : — 

{a)  To  choose  the  Central  Committee  from  the 
candidates  proposed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  different  countries  ; 

(b)  to  confirm  the  reports  and  accounts  ; 

(c)  to  select  the  seat  of  the  Alliance  and  the  place 
of  the  next  Congress  ; 

(d)  to  decide  upon  alterations  of  rules  and  the 
dissolution  of  the  Alliance  ; 

(e)  to  establish  the  principles  of  the  Alliance  ; 

(/)  to  decide  upon  the  resolutions  of  Ihe  Central 
Committee  and  of  membeis. 

Art.  23. 

The  Cong  ress  consists  • — 

(a)  Of  the  delegates  of  the  constituent  members  ; 

(b)  of  the  members  of  the  Central  Committee. 

The  Central  Committee  is  empowered  to  grant  other 
persons  admission  to  the  Congress,  but  such  j:)eisans  have 
no  right  to  vote.  However,  under  special  circumstances 
they  can  be  allowed  by  the  Central  Committee  to  take  part 
in  the  discussions. 

Art.  24. 

Every  constituent  member,  being  a society  admitted 
under  subsection  (a)  of  Art  8,  or  an  association  admitted 
under  subsection  (d)  cf  Art.  8,  which  numbers  less  than 
10,000  individual  members  and  belongs  to  the  Alliance 
independently  of  any  union,  is  entitled  to  send  one  delegate. 

Every  co-operative  union  with  300  societies  or  less, 
every  co-operative  society  of  district  or  national  dimensions, 
and  every  co-operative  society  numbering  more  than  10,000 
individual  members,  has  the  right  to  be  represented  by  two 
delegates. 

Every  co-operative  union  or  federation  of  uni  ins  which 
includes  more  than  300  society  members  is  entitled  to  send 
three  delegates. 
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Art.  25. 

A co-0[ierative  union  joining  the  Alliance  with  all  its 
society  members  is  entitled  to  appoint  one  delegate  for  every 
TO  society  members. 

Art.  26. 

The  societies  and  unions  which  are  entitled  to  more 
than  one  delegate  may  give  the  votes  of  the  latter  to  a single 
delegate,  provided,  however,  that  no  one  delegate  is  to 
receive  more  than  10  votes. 

Art.  27. 

Motions  of  constituent  members  which  are  to  be  dealt 
vvith  at  the  Congress,  must  be  jiresented  in  writing  to  the 
Executive  Committee  at  least  three  months  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Congress. 

Motions  on  such  matters  as  do  not  stand  on  the  agenda, 
and  have  only  been  introduced  during  the  deliberations,  are 
merely  admitted  to  be  laid  before  the  Cential  Committee 
for  examination. 

Art.  28. 

The  Cential  Committee  consists  of  the  representatives 
of  the  organisations  of  the  different  countries  belonging  to 
the  Alliance  elected  by  Congress. 

The  constituent  members  of  every  country  have  the 
right  to  one  representative,  if  they  jointly  pay  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  £jo. 

Those  which  pay  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  £25 
are  entitled  to  two  representatives  ; those  which  pay  sub- 
scriptions to  the  amcunt  cl  £yo  are  entitled  to  three  repre- 
sentatives ; those  which  pay  /T50  to  Jour  ; those  which  pay 
;^300  to  five  ; those  which  pay  /450  to  six,  and  those  which 
pay  /600  and  more  co  seven  representatives  on  the  Central 
Committee. 

The  Central  Committee  shall  decide  whether  any  State 
or  country  shall  be  given  sejiarate  representation  in  the 
Alliance. 

At  every  Coiigress  oiie-luill  of  the  members  oi  the 
Central  Committee  retire,  but  are  re-eligible. 
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Art.  29. 

The  Central  Committee  has  in  {^articular  tire  following 
powers  : — 

(a)  To  fix  the  agenda  and  the  date  of  the  Congress, 
and  to  report  on  all  motions  submitted  to  it  ; 

(h)  to  confirm  the  budget  and  the  working  pro- 
gramme of  the  Alliance  ; 

(c)  to  choose  the  Executb'e  Committee,  to  appoint 
the  General  Secretary  and  other  officials,  and 
to  fix  their  remuneration  ; 

(d)  to  deal  with  appeals  and  grievances  and  to 
exclude  members  ; 

{e)  to  confirm  agreements  which  impose  permanent 
obligations  on  the  Alliance  ; 

(/)  to  fix  the  places  where  the  Central  Committee 
shall  meet ; 

(g)  and  to  decide  on  any  matters  not  provided  for 
in  the  rules. 

All  questions  on  which  the  Central  Committee  votes  are 
decided  by  a majority  of  the  votes  cast. 

Art.  30. 

The  Central  Committee  assembles  ; — 

(a)  At  the  instance  of  five  members  of  the  same, 
and  if  the  majority  voting  agree  to  this  proposal  ; 

(b)  on  the  resolution  of  the  Executiv'e  Committee- 

It  must  hold  a sitting  immediately  before  and  after 
every  Congress. 

It  can  take  decisions  by  means  of  correspondence. 


Art.  31. 

The  Central  Committee  chooses  its  own  officers  after 
every  Congress.  It  elects  a president  and  a vice-president 
from  among  its  membeis.  The  minutes  are  prepared  by  the 
secretary. 


Art.  32. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  Chairman 
and  Vice-Chairman  and  three  members  elected  by  and  from 
the  Central  Committee  after  every  Congress,  and  may  elect 
an  Hon.  President,  Hon.  .Secretary,  and  Hon.  Treasurer. 
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I Art.  33. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  the  following  powers  : — 

(rt)  To  admit  members  into  the  Alliance  ; 

''  (b)  to  appoint  corresponding  members  ; 

(c)  to  prepare  and  organise  the  Congress  ; 

i (i)  to  convene  the  Central  Committee  and  prepare 

I the  agenda  for  its  meetings  ; 

i (e)  to  draw  up  the  budget  and  to  control  expen- 

1 diture  ; 

(/)  to  elect  the  auditor  to  examine  the  accounts  5 

(g)  to  decide  any  matter  not  provided  for  by  the 

j Centra]  Committee. 

I 
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i Art.  34. 

. ' I The  Executive  Committee  assembles  usually  at  the  seat 

of  the  Alliance  as  often  as  is  required. 

It  is  empowered  to  take  decisions  by  means  of 
j correspondence. 

I It  submits  to  the  Central  Committee  an  annual  report 

•t  on  its  work. 

Art.  35. 

The  general  secretary  has  to  conduct  the  current  busi- 
''  ness  of  the  Alliance  according  to  the  provisions  made  by  the 

Central  Committee  and  the  Executive  Committee. 

j He  has  in  particular,  subject  to  the  resolutions  of  the 

Executive  from  time  to  time,  the  following  powers  and 
■ obligations  : — 

(a)  To  take  part  in  the  meetings  )f  the  authorities 
of  the  Alliance  with  power  to  give  advice,  but 
without  a vote  ; 

(b)  to  conduci;  the  office  work  of  the  Alliance  ; 

(c)  to  carry  out  the  decisions  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee and  of  the  Executive  Committee  ; 

(d)  to  edit  the  organ  of  the  Alliance  ; 

(e)  to  appoint  the  office  staff ; 

(/)  to  manage  the  funds  according  to  the  budget ; 

(g)  to  furnish  an  annual  report  on  his  work. 

* The  general  secretary  is  appointed  for  an  indefinite 

time,  with  six  months’  notice  on  either  side. 
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Art.  36. 

The  committees  of  the  unions  and  federations  in  the 
different  countries  are  to  be  consulted  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Alliance  concerning  all  matters  which  affect  the  country 
in  question. 

They  have  in  particular  the  following  obligations  and 
powers  : — 

(a)  They  propose  to  the  Congress  the  representatives 
for  the  Cential  Committee  j^rovided  that  their 
country  is  entitled  to  such  ; 

(b)  they  nominate  substitutes  for  those  members 
of  the  Central  Committee  who  have  retired 
before  the  expiry  of  their  term  of  office,  or  who 
are  prevented  from  attending  a meeting. 

(c)  they  act  as  channels  of  communication  between 
the  Alliance  and  their  members  in  the  land 
in  question  and  see  to  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties  ; 

(d)  they  certify  the  delegates  of  Congress  repre- 
senting their  organisation  ; 

(e)  they  nominate  the  correspondents  for  the 
journal  of  the  Alliance  ; 

(/)  they  appoint  the  necessary^  Committees  to 
arrange  for  Congress  and  make  suggestions 
to  the  Central  Committee  as  to  matters  to 
be  dealt  with  ; 

(g)  they  furnish  a yearly  report  on  their  work  and 
on  the  general  situation  of  co-operation  in  their 
country. 

Art.  37. 

The  expenses,  which  fall  upon  the  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  through  taking  part  in  the  meetings, 
are  to  be  defrayed  by  the  organisations  which  they  represent. 

Approved  by  the  gth  International  Co-operative  Congress 
at  Glasgow,  August,  iqi3. 

Congress  Committee. 

William  Maxwell,  President. 

A.  VON  Elm. 

D.  McInnes. 

G J.  D.  C.  Goedhart. 

O.  Dehit. 

H.  J.  May,  Acting  Secretary. 

Leicester  Co-operative  Printing  Society  Ltd.,  Church  Gate. 


